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aŀŘŜƭƛƴŜ [Ω9ƴƎƭŜ once posed a question to which she already knew

the answer.  ά²Ƙȅ ŘƻŜǎ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘŜƭƭ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅΚέ

άLǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀƛǘƘΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άŦŀƛǘƘ
that the universe has meaning, that our little human lives are not
irrelevant, that what we choose or say or do matters, matters
ŎƻǎƳƛŎŀƭƭȅΦέ

Teachers are story people too.
Each day we tell the stories written by others.
And we author our own stories as we go about our work.
Our students are characters in them.
And it is a trust of teaching that we guide students in 

the writing of their own stories.
Our actions and words bear on the nature of the story

each young learner will carry into the world.
LǘΩǎ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻΦ
We are a testament to the reality that what people 

choose or say or do matters cosmically!
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(That teachers must connect with all 
students in an effort to teach them well)

is
a moral imperative

and failure to try constitutes
professional dereliction

Lessons from Privilege
Arthur G. Powell


