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Absolute clarity about the learning destination 

Persistently knowing where students are in relation
to the destination all along the way

Adjusting teaching to make sure each student 
arrives at the destination (and, when possible, 
moves beyond it)
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WHAT CAN BE ASSESSED?

Skills

Concepts/Principles

READINESS INTEREST LEARNING

PROFILE

Content

Knowledge

ÅCurrent  

Interests

ÅPotential

Interests

ÅTalents/Passions

ÅAreas of Strength

and Weakness

ÅLearning 

Preferences

ÅSelf Awareness

On-going Assessment:
A Diagnostic Continuum

Pre-assessment
(Finding Out)

Formative Assessment
(Keeping Track & Checking-Up)

Summative Assessment
(Making sure)

Feedback and Goal Setting

Pre-test
Graphing for Greatness
Inventory
KWL
Checklist
Observation
Self-evaluation
Questioning

Small group check Exit Cards
Peer evaluation Portfolio Check
3-minute pause Quiz
ObservationJournal Entry
Talk-around Self-evaluation
QuestioningWindshield Check

Unit Test
Performance Task
Product/Exhibit
Demonstration
Portfolio Review

Remember to check for prerequisite skills
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(Pre-assessment)

!ǘ aȅ .ŜǎǘΧ
Thinking about your strengths and best features, please answer the following:

1.  A positive thing people say about me is:

2. ²ƘŜƴ LΩƳ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΥ

3. A dream I have for myself is:

4. A thing I like spending time on is:

5. Something that captures my imagination is:

6. The best thing about my family is:

7. My strength as a learner is:

8. What I can contribute to the classroom is:

9. A thing I wish people knew about me is:

10.LΩƳ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦΥ
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Strength-Based Assessments

Typical Assessment Info.
ÅAverage IQ
ÅAverage reading 
Åachievement
ÅAbove average math 
Åcomputation
ÅMissed 10 days of school 

this quarter
Å2 in-school suspensions 
Åthis quarter

Strength-Based Assessment

ÅLikes mechanical things

ÅReads magazines about 
motorcycles

ÅWants to learn more abo
ut computers

ÅSeen as a big brother to n
eighborhood kids

ÅWants to travel some day

ÅLikes to talk about ideas
Based on idea from  Sousa & Bender (2008). How the Brain Influences Behavior: 
Management Strategies for Every Classroom. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin.

Jo Gusman(2005), Practical Strategies for ~,  New Horizons In Education, Inc.
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MATH INVENTORY

NAME DATE

1.  How do you feel about math?

2.  Do you think you are good in math?  Why?

3.  What are your best areas in math?

4.  What are your weakest areas in math?

5.  Do you think it is important to be good in math?  Why?

6.  What do you think are characteristics of students who are good in math?  Why?

7.  What do you do when you come to a math problem you canôt solve?

8.  How do you use math outside of class?

9.  What do you usually do after school when you get home?

10.   Do you most like to do when you have free time?  Why?

11.  What else should I know about you to teach you effectively this year?

(Pre-assessment of interest)
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Puzzle

This puzzle is about you, your interests and things that you like 

to do.  On each piece write things that you like to do in your free 

time and things that you would like to study in class.  You can 

divide the areas if  you need more pieces.

An example of pre - assessment of student interest

(Pre-assessment of readiness)


