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Premise:
When an educational leader commends a model, It is 

that  leaderõs dual responsibility to ensure:

Çthe viability of the model  

Çfidelity to the model.

The former suggests there is reason for teachers to invest

time and effort in learning and implementing the model.

The latter establishes conditions necessary for the model

to work as it should.
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Some Demographic Realities 

that Point to Differentiation

What would we do
In terms of instruction
if we made decisions 

based on the
demographic realities

of the students we teach?
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Academically Diverse Students

ÅTodayôs classrooms are typified by academic 
diversity (Darling Hammond, Wise, & Klein, 1999; Meier, 
1995).

ÅSeated side-by side in classrooms are:
ïéstudents with learning disabilities and reading difficulties

ïéhighly advanced learners
ïéEnglish language learners
ïéstudents who chronically underachieve
ïéstudents from broadly diverse cultures
ïéstudents from highly diverse economic backgrounds
ïéstudents of both genders
ïéstudents displaying varying degrees of motivation, interests,

skills, etc.

Academically Diverse Students

ÅIn 1970, 12% of the U.S. population was non -
white.

ÅIn 2000, 30% were of non -white, non-Anglo-
European ancestry.

ÅIn the period from 1980 -2000, the white, non -
Hispanic population grew by 7.9%.

ÅThe population that identified itself as non -
white or Hispanic grew by 88%.

Lynch, E., & Hanson, M., (2004). Developing cross-cultural competence (3rd Edition). Baltimore: 

Paul H. Brookes Publishing , p. 7.
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Thinking about English Language 
Learners

ÅMore immigrants arrived in the US in the 1990s than in 
any other decade on record.

ÅToday, students in U.S. schools speak more than 450 
languages.

ÅMore than 12% of all pre -K-12 students in the U.S. are 
considered English language learners.

ÅBy the year 2015, more than 50% of all students in K -
12 public schools across the U.S. will not speak English 
as their first language.

Gray, T., & Fleischman, S., (2004). Successful strategies for English language learners. 

Educational Leadership, 62 (4), 84 -85.

Thinking just about Students with Disabilities

Å 96% of general education 
teachers in the U.S. have 
students with disabilities in their 
classrooms.

Å On average, there are at least 3-4 
students with IEPs integrated 
into each general education class 
in the U.S.

Å Three of four U.S. students with 
disabilities spend 40% or more of 
their day in general education 
classrooms.

US Department of Education (2001). 23rd annual 
report to Congress on the implementation of the 
Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA).
²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ 5/Υ ¦Φ{Φ DƻǾΩǘΦ tǊƛƴǘƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜ
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Thinking just about Students with 
Disabilities

ÅApproximately 3 to 5 
students in 100 in the 
U.S. have ADHD 

ÅApproximately 1 child in 
59 in the U.S. is 
diagnosed with a 
learning disability

SOURCE: National Institutes of Mental Health

Thinking just about Students with 
Disabilities

ÅAutism Spectrum 
Disorder prevalence  in 
the U.S. has recently 
been adjusted from 4 or 
5 children in 10,000 to 1 
child in about 150

Å SOURCES: CDC, Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report: 
Surveillance Summaries; Feb. 9, 2007; vol 56: pp 1-40. 
MarshalynYeargin-Allsopp, MD, Chief, Developmental 
Disabilities Branch, National Center on Birth Defects and 
Developmental Disabilities, CDC. Catherine Rice, PhD, 
behavioral scientist, National Center on Birth Defects 
and Developmental Disabilities, CDC.
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Poverty in the U.S.

ÅThe U.S. has the highest rate of child poverty in the 
developed world.

ÅThe school dropout rate is 2 ½ times higher
among children of poverty than among students
from non-poor homes.

ÅChildren of poverty are 2 ½ times more likely to 
perform poorly in school than 
their more affluent peers.

ÅThey are 2½ times more likely to 
develop a conduct disorder.
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What would we doIn terms of 
instruction if we made decisions 

based on the demographic realities
of the students we teach?

²ŜΩŘ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ 
gender, experience, economic status, language, 

adult support, and a myriad of other factors shape 
shape student learning!


